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important training but also professional impetus 
for nature conservation in Europe.” 
Prof. Michael Succow, Alternative Nobel Price 1997
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The MSc programme is set up in co-
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Klagenfurt and E.C.O., a company spe-
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Protected Areas (PA). An international 
Advisory Board is established in order 
to support and control the quality of 
courses and students‘ master theses.
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„The MSc programme ´Management of Protected 
Areas´ is an outstanding and innovative educational 
offer intended for managers and planners of 
Protected Areas. It does not only provide important 
training but also a professional momentum for na-
ture conservation in Europe.“
Prof. Michael Succow, Alternative Nobel Price 1997

Fundamentals:

• The Meaning of Integrative Management

of Protected Areas (PA)

• Protected  Areas and Biodiversity Conservation 

•  European perspectives of PA Management

•  Foundations of environmental and 

ecological economics

•  Foundations of ecology and natural areas

•  Socio-economic foundations

•  Sociological and cultural foundations

•  Managerial foundations of public enterprises

•  Regional development and PA Management

•  Communicating PAs and participation processes

•  Infomation technologies in PA Management

Preparing for PAs:

•  Development of ideas and visions

•  The feasibility check

•  Early communication processes

Planning PAs:

•  Planning Handbook

•  Communication and participative processes

•  Management plan

Managing PAs:

• Personnel and organisational development

•  Evalution of management 

and impact assessment

• Research setting

• Data and information management

•  Optimising regional economic development

•  Optimising the financial situation

•  Information, communication and education

•  Visitor infrastructure and management

The preparation of the programme was funded by the 
Austrian Ministry of the Enviroment
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Mission

Promoting sustainability, handling conflicts, 
increasing benefits, conserving biodiversity – 
the planning and management of Protected Areas 
involve many different legal, administrative and 
technical realities. The demand for highly skilled 
experts is growing immensely.
The University of Klagenfurt, Austria, launched 
an international postgraduate Master programme 
dealing with these inter- and transdisciplinary  
issues.  The programme will start in September 
2009 for the third round. 
Our vision is to promote  biodiversity conservation 
and regional sustainable development in Europe 
and worldwide by educating and training efficient 
and effective managers of Protected Areas.

The learning goals are:

an excellent and comprehensive under-
standing of the aims and roles of Protected 
Areas in relation to the conservation of 
biodiversity and (integrated) regional deve-
lopment.

detailed knowledge when applying the full 
range of tools available for the management 
of Protected Areas so that they can effec-
tively fulfil their aims.

an ability to analyse and solve problems 
encountered when establishing, planning 
and managing Protected Areas, to conduct 
inter- and transdisciplinary dialogues with 
all stakeholders and to develop and imple-
ment appropriate integrated solutions.

the development of hard and soft skills to 
create mutual benefits of nature conservati-
on on the one hand, and for the local  po-
pulation on the other hand, particularly in 
peripheral regions as well as in developing 
countries with the aim of sustainable regio-
nal development.

Programme

The programme has a focus on:

European and international categories of 
Protected Areas

Nature conservation strategies in Central 
and Eastern Europe

Integration of socio-cultural, economic and 
ecological aspects

Participative approaches in the manage-
ment of Protected Areas

New technologies and methods

Strategies and instruments for communi-
cation, participation and benefit sharing.

Internationally acknowledged experts from 
organisations and institutions are engaged as 
lecturers. By attending the programme, the parti-
cipants become part of an international network 
of experts that enables them to solve the complex 
problems in everyday life in Protected Areas.

1st term: Theoretical and scientific fundamen-
tals of the management of Protected Areas

2nd and 3rd term: Practical aspects of the 
management of  Protected Areas (toolbox 
& best practice)

4th term: Supervised implementation of 
applied and/or scientific research projects

Information

Tuition fee:  € 12.400. The  
tuition fee  covers all courses 
and study materials but  exclu-
des travel and living costs. 

Application: application form 
(downloadable from the 
programme´s website), CV and 
interview; deadline for submis-
sion of materials: June 30, 2009, 
applications for scholarships 
for students of developing 
countries: December 1, 2008

Minimum requirements: uni-
versity degree, or equivalent, 
working knowledge of English, 
demonstrable interest

Scholarships: There are limited 
funds available for students 
from low-income Central and 
Eastern European countries and 
from developing countries. Qua-
lified female students are parti-
culary encouraged to apply. 

The courses are organised in 9 
blocks. In addition to about 70 
days of course attendance in-
cluding scientific excursions to 
Protected Areas, there is intensive 
e-learning support. The courses 
take place at the University of Kla-
genfurt and in important Protected 
Areas of Central, South and Eastern 
Europe.

Directors:
Prof. Dr. Michael Getzner
Michael.getzner@uni-klu.ac.at
(University of Klagenfurt, 
Department of Economics)
Lect. Mag. Michael Jungmeier
Michael.jungmeier@uni-klu.ac.at
(E.C.O. – Institute for Ecology)

Detailed infomation:
Homepage: www.mpa.uni-klu.ac.at
E-mail: mpa@uni-klu.ac.at

Mail: MSc programme: „Manage-
ment of Protected Areas“
c/o Department of Economics
University of Klagenfurt
Universitaetsstrasse 65-67
A – 9020 Klagenfurt, Austria


